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And … let there be better light
By: Wade Rahn

R

ecently, Polk County RPPD has
been replacing all district-owned and
maintained lights in the towns that we
serve. As shown in the pictures to the
right, the new lighting is all LED.
These new LED lights, which emit a
white color of light, have replaced the
older High-Pressure Sodium that
emits an orange light. This project is
being done for a multitude of reasons.
First, replacement parts are becoming
less available for the older style of
lights as they are no longer in
production. Additionally, the LED
light uses less energy to produce the
equivalent amount of light along with
a longer life, which will result in less
maintenance performed. Lastly, as
shown in the picture, the LED light
produces a light that appears brighter
and has better color rendering that
makes the roadways and streets safer
for motorists and pedestrians.

New LED lights in
Silver Creek, Nebraska

High Pressure Sodium lights in
Shelby, Nebraska

Randy Reese, PCRPPD Operations
Manager, says, “This project is
something we are proud of. While it
has taken some time to get this project
going; we are already seeing the
positive results.” He goes on, “We
have received several positive
comments in the Villages of Silver
Creek and Clarks, where the
replacements have been installed. Our
plan is to have the remaining towns
converted by the end of this year.”
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Farmers returning to the field urged to
look up for power lines
A
As s many farmers prepare for the
spring planting season, Molly Hall,
Safe Electricity Executive Director
reminds the agricultural community
about the tragic death of Illinois
farmer Jim Flach, who suffered fatal
electric burns when his crop sprayer
touched an overhead power line.
Flach and his surviving family
members are the focus of the 2011
Safe Electricity “Teach Learn Care
TLC” campaign.

Jim’s widow Marilyn and sons are
sharing their tragic experience in
hopes that people will learn how to
stay safe, and to share that information
with those they care about. This
campaign is aimed at raising operator
awareness on avoiding equipment
contact with overhead power lines,
and knowing the proper actions to
survive if accidental contact with lines
is made. The video of the story can be
seen at www.SafeElectricity.org.
The increasing size of farm equipment
raises the risk of contact at field
entries and along end rows, where
overhead electric wires may be
present. The taller equipment may not
always allow the recommended 10
foot separation when passing beneath
or near the power lines. In agricultural
areas the vertical clearance required is
less than the clearance over roadways
and streets. Never assume that
because the machinery passed under
the lines in one area means it will
adequately clear another area.
“We urge farmers and all operators of
large equipment to use a spotter or
someone with a broader view when
moving equipment near power lines,”
says Justin Sunday, PCRPPD’s Safety
Director. “It can be difficult to
accurately gauge distance from the
cab of equipment, especially when
moving on uneven ground.” Sunday
also commented “Temperature plays a
huge role in the amount a line will

sag, so if it
clears the line in
the winter it may
not during the
summer.”

Jim Flach had
parked his
sprayer at the
end of a field,
and contacted an
overhead power
line as the
equipment
folded upward. Any part of an
implement that can touch a power line
offers a potential path to the ground
for the electric current. Farm
equipment operators who are working
on the ground with the equipment can
become the path for the deadly current
flow. Such equipment not only
includes large tillage equipment, but
antennas, grain augers, auger wagons,
and truck beds with hydraulic lifts.
“It’s also important for operators of
farm equipment or vehicles to know
what to do if the vehicle comes in
contact with a power line,” says Hall.
She added “It’s almost always best to
stay in the cab and call for help. Warn
others who may be nearby to stay
away and wait until the electric utility
arrives to cut off the power.”
“If the power line is energized and
you step outside, your body becomes
the path and electrocution is the
result,” says Robert Aherin,
University of Illinois Farm Safety
Expert. He added, “Even if a power
line has landed on the ground, there is
still the potential for the area nearby to
be energized. Stay inside the vehicle
unless there’s fire or imminent risk of
fire.”
In that case, the proper action is to
jump – not step – with both feet
hitting the ground at the same time.
Do not allow any part of your body to

touch the equipment and the ground at
the same time. Continue to shuffle or
hop to safety, keeping both feet
together as you leave the area. A large
difference in voltage between both
feet could kill you. Once you get away
from the equipment, never attempt to
get back on or even touch the
equipment. Many electrocutions occur
when the operator dismounts and,
realizing nothing has happened, tries
to get back on the equipment.
Before spring fieldwork begins,
inspect entry points at fields. If wires
are low, do not attempt to tighten them
or temporarily raise them; instead,
contact your local utility. Electric
distribution lines along rural roads can
carry thousands of volts and only
professional utility line workers are
qualified to make any adjustments.
Any deep tilling operation outside of
normal field boundaries can become
perilous if a ripping knife hooks onto
a buried power line. Before enlarging
a field, installing a foundation for a
new building, or digging in an area
served by a power line or any other
utilities, call 811 to have buried cables
marked.
The Flach family encourages all
farmers to use caution for a safe
spring planting season and to avoid
equipment contact with power lines.
S e e t h e i r s t o r y a t w w w.
SafeElectricity.org.
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With everyone in the family using
the internet to engage in social
media, adjust the home thermostat
or shop for the latest connected
toy, it is vital to make certain
that the entire household
- including children and
older adults - learn to
use the internet safely
and responsibility.

HELP MAKE YOUR
HOME A SAFE
DIGITAL HAVEN
BY PROTECTING
NETWORKS, DEVICES
AND ONLINE LIVES
WITH THESE TIPS:

KEEP A CLEAN MACHINE
Having the latest security
software, web browser and
operating system is the best
defense against viruses, malware
and other online threats.
Remember, mobile phones and
tablets need updating too!

LOCK DOWN YOUR LOGIN
Usernames and passwords are not
enough to protect key accounts
like email, bank and social media.
Improve account security by
enabling strong authentication
tools such as biometrics or unique
one-time codes.

SHARE WITH CARE
Think before posting about
yourself and others online.
Consider what a post reveals,
who might see it and how it could
be perceived now and in the
future.

BACK IT UP
Protect your valuable work,
music, photos and other digital
information by making an
electronic copy and storing it
safely.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
IS LIKE MONEY. VALUE IT.
PROTECT IT.
Information about you, such as
your purchase history or location,
has value - just like money. Be
thoughtful about who gets that
information and how it’s collected
through apps and websites.

SECURE YOUR WI-FI
ROUTER
Set a strong passphrase (at least
12 charcters long) for your
Wi-Fi network. Focus on positive
sentences or phrases that you
like to think about and are easy to
remember.
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Make springtime a breeze
with a Smart Thermostat
S
Springti
pringtime
me can be one of the best
times of the year, but it can also make
for a haphazard season for your
thermostat. Living in Nebraska, you
could be wearing a tank top and flip
flops one day, and a winter sweater
and boots the next. As we navigate the
often topsy turvy days of springtime
weather, one of the best tools to keep
your family nice and comfortable may
be one that you have yet to
incorporate into your home. It is an
ENERGY STAR certified smart
thermostat, and it could make a
significant difference in how your
family stays comfortable, save energy,
and money all year long.

1) Dads can relax...no one needs to
touch the thermostat anymore:
With a certified smart thermostat, you
don’t have to lift a finger when it comes
to adjusting the temperature to best fit
your family’s needs. The device will
learn the temperature that you like and
establish a schedule that automatically
adjusts to energy-saving temperatures
when you are asleep or away.

2) Takes convenience to a new level:
Have you ever left home for the day
and realized that you left your
thermostat at full blast? Even worse,
have you ever done that while you
were on vacation? With a certified
smart thermostat, you don’t need to
So, what makes a certified smart worry about that again, because these
thermostat so special?
devices allow you to control your
temperature settings straight from your

smart phone. Some smart thermostats
even include a geofencing feature that
allows your thermostat to know when
you are on the way home and adjusts
the temperature to your liking.
3) Makes sure that you’re saving
energy:
Smart thermostats that earn the
ENERGY STAR label have been
independently certified, based on
actual field data, to save energy.
ENERGY STAR smart thermostats
are third-party certified to:
Accurately measure temperature.
Quickly enter a low-power standby
mode when inactive.
• Track and report equipment use and
temperature data to the homeowner.
• Provide tailored functionality and
service that delivers energy savings
that make sense for the individual
homeowner.
Learn more about ENERGY STAR
smart thermostats at www.energystar.gov
today.

•
•

Receive up to $100 toward the purchase of
a qualifying Smart Thermostat
For more details contact Wade Rahn at (402) 764-4381
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