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Cooling Tune-Up Season
By: Wade Rahn

I

It t is that time of year that we
recommend having your cooling
system serviced to ensure proper,
safe, and efficient operation. Having
your cooling system maintained will
help extend the life of your unit.
A d d i t i o n a l l y , y o u r H VA C
professional will identify issues
before they show themselves on the
4th of July when it is 100 degrees,
and you have a house full of
company. During the cooling system
tune-up, the technician will also
clean any dirty condenser or
evaporator coils, replace or clean
your air filter and check the
refrigerant charge to make sure
your system is operating at optimal
performance.
PCRPPD offers a Cooling System
Tune-Up Program to offset a portion
of the service call cost. This $30
incentive is available to all
residential customers one time per
unit for the 2020 calendar year.
Please call Wade Rahn, PCRPPD’s
Customer Service Director at (402)
764-4381 if you have any questions
regarding this program.
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COOLING SYSTEM TUNE-UP INCENTIVE
APPLICATION
INCENTIVE QUALIFICATIONS:
$30 incentive is available to customers who have their cooling system inspected and tuned-up by an HVAC contractor.
Contact Steve Walker at 308-535-5324, with any quesitons.
CUSTOMER INFORMATION:
Name: __________________________________________________________ Phone #: _______________________
Address: ___________________________________________________ City: ________________________________
Installation Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
Electric Utility Provider: ________________________________________ Account # ____________________________
I certify the tune-up, for which I am claiming an incentive for, was performed within the guidelines of the program. The
utility reserves the right to inspect the work performed to ensure compliance.
Customer’s Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________________
TUNE-UP CHECKLIST:
____ Clean Condenser Coil

____ Check Refrigerant Charge

____ Check Indoor Coil

____ Check Belt / Lube Motor, if Needed

____ Blow Out Drain Line

____ Perform Visual Inspection of System

____ Discuss Proper Operation

____ Discuss/Review Proper Temperature Set-Back

____ Filter Service Schedule

Comments: ________________________________________________

EQUIPMENT INFORMATION: 1) ______ years since last system tune-up
2) ______ years since last receiving the EnergyWise incentive
3)

Air Conditioner,

Air Source Heat Pump, or

Water Source Heat Pump

4) Est. Age of: Outdoor Unit (years) __________ , and Indoor Unit (years) ____________
CONTRACTOR (DEALER) INFORMATION:
Company Name: __________________________________________ Date of Tune-Up: _________________________
Technician Name (Print): __________________________________ Signature: ________________________________
Application Process: 1) complete application; 2) signed by both the homeowner and the technician; 3) submit application
to the homeowner’s electric utility provider. Program guidelines can be found at www.nppd.com
January 2020
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Electrical Safety Tips for RV Camping
Camping is an outdoor leisure

tested and maintained. A professional sure you know where your electrical
electrician can help you make sure the panel and major switches are.
wiring in your RV is safe.

Perform a visual inspection of cords,
plugs, and outlets. If there are cracked
or frayed cords or broken or
discolored plugs or outlets, do not use
them. Have them replaced or repaired.
Make sure RVs are equipped with fire
extinguishers as well as permanently
installed carbon-monoxide and fire
amping is an activity that many detectors.
Camping
Before using a campground hook-up,
people take advantage of during the
do a visual inspection of the area. If a
Always use electrical cords rated for
summer season. As with all summer
campground hook-up appears to be
the use they will get. Make sure the
fun, being safe needs to be a priority.
damaged, put safety first, and request
power demand of the appliances that
Safe Electricity wants you to stay safe
another spot. Making the campground
will be used does not exceed the
and has some electrical safety tips to
aware of the damage will also help
cord’s rating. To plug your RV into a
take along on any trip that involves
future campers at that site.
campground power pedestal, use a
RV camping.

C

Tragically, in the summer of 2014, a
3-year-old boy was electrocuted as a
result of faulty wiring that electrified
the family’s camper. The child was
touching a door handle of the camper
while standing on wet ground when
he was electrocuted.
Such a situation in which an RV frame
is electrically charged is often referred
to as “hot skin.” Improper wiring or
connection, no grounding, reversed
polarity, and loose or worn outlets are
just some of the potential causes. If a
hot skin hazard exists, merely opening
the door or coming into contact with
the hitch can cause shock or
electrocution.

heavy-duty, four-wire cord with a
grounding wire, not an extension
cord.

Know the amperage your RV draws
and the amperage available. You can
cause severe damage to the electrical
source and your RV if you try to draw
more amperage than is available. You
To help prevent hot skin, your RV’s could even start a fire. Also, make
electrical system needs to be regularly

In addition, be sure to have the proper
cord. Never plug more than one RV
into a single hook-up. As with a
generator, plug your RV in before
turning appliances on.
For more information on electrical
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Follow Us

@PolkCountyRPPD
Like us on

/ @PCRPPD
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Beat the Heat and the High Energy Bills

S

Summer
ummer is here, and while you may
be dreaming of beach vacations, there
is one aspect of the warm weather
months that you may not have
considered the effect on your utility
bills. Did you know that the average
household spends $2,000 a year on
utility bills, with nearly half going to
cooling and heating their home? The
cost of keeping cool can be
significant, but not if you put a little
thought into it from the start. Check
out the latest ENERGY STAR Cooling
Tips video at www.energystar.gov and
the tips below to see how ENERGY
STAR products and practices can help
you beat the heat and the high energy
bills all summer long.

Maintain Your HVAC System

Seal and Insulate

Get an HVAC maintenance check:
While changing filters is a must, there
may be other things wrong with your
HVAC system that wouldn’t be
obvious to the average person. Have
your system serviced annually by an Make the Cool Choice for a Room
HVAC contractor to ensure that it’s
running at optimum efficiency to save
you energy and money.

Check out your system’s air filters: A
dirty air filter will slow airflow and
make the system work harder to keep
you cool, wasting energy. They should
be inspected once a month during
heavy use periods like the summer
and winter.

Get Smart About Your Thermostat

An ENERGY STAR certified smart
thermostat is Wi-Fi enabled and can
automatically adjust heating and
cooling temperature settings for
optimal performance. Smart
thermostats that earn the ENERGY
STAR label have been independently
certified, based on actual field data, to
save energy. And that means you will
save money without having to lift a
finger.

Look for the ENERGY STAR Label
You’ll get the biggest bang for your
buck by sealing and insulating. You
could save up to $200 a year! Sealing
air leaks around your house and
adding insulation can help make your
home more comfortable and energyefficient and provide up to a 10%
savings on your annual energy bills.
The biggest air leaks are often hidden
in your attic or basement, so it's best
to take care of those first, if you can.
You can also install weather stripping
on doors and windows, and caulking
around outlets and pipes. ENERGY
STAR has all the info you need to get
started, and if you decide you need the
help of a contractor, www.energystar.gov
will link you to qualified
professionals to help you get the job
done.

AC
Depending on where you live,
replacing your old HVAC equipment
with products that have earned the
ENERGY STAR can cut your annual
energy bill by more than $160. If your
central air conditioning unit is more
than 12 years old, replacing it with a
model that has earned the ENERGY
STAR could cut your cooling costs by
30%.

If you need a room AC, get one that
has earned the ENERGY STAR. A
certified room air conditioner uses
10% less energy than a standard
model, and on average, will cost less
than $75 per year to run.
Are you looking for more ideas to
save on utility bills this summer?
Check out the latest ENERGY STAR
Ask the Expert video! It has
everything you need to know to save
big all summer long.
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Notify PCRPPD of Field Spraying
L
inemen face many hazards in their
Linemen
daily duties. One of the hazards that
can sometimes not be obvious is
working in a field that has had
chemicals applied. We ask our
customers to notify us of any
application and what the Restricted
Entry Interval (REI) of the chemical is
by calling the office (402) 764-4381.
Restricted Entry Interval means “the
time after the end of a pesticide
application during which entry into
the treated area is restricted.”

In an attempt to alert our linemen of
hazards, we would ask that if
spraying has taken place in your
fields, please give us a call and let us
know. It not only ensures the safety of
our employees, it may expedite the
time of our service calls.

Randy Reese, PCRPPD’s Operations
Manager, stated “Our linemen will
not enter a field that shows any
evidence or indication of being
sprayed if we have no knowledge of
the chemical applied and your service
All pesticides labeled for agricultural will not be restored until the
use are subject to the Worker Restricted Entry Interval amount of
Protection Standard (WPS). Under the time has lapsed.”
WPS, workers who may enter a
treated site must be protected by being
notified of the product’s REI.
In Nebraska, injuries have occurred to
people who entered a sprayed field before
it is safe. Humid conditions have factored
into this and should be considered by those
needing to follow an REI.
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