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FIVE TIPS TO SAVE ENERGY
WHEN SPENDING MORE TIME
AT HOME
#1 Program your thermostat to maximize
energy savings. Setting your thermostat one degree

lower when heating or one degree higher when cooling
can reduce energy use by 5%

#2 Do full load of laundry and wash with cold
water. Using warm water instead of hot can cut a

load’s energy use in half, and using cold water will save
even more.

#3 Air dry dishes. This step can cut your
dishwasher’s energy use by up to 50%

#4 Substitute LEDs for conventional light
bulbs. Lighting can amount to up to 12% of
monthly energy use. LED bulbs can cut lighting
costs by 75%.

#5 Unplug appliances and electronics
when not in use. Small appliances and

electronics use energy even when not in use.
When powered on, game consoles, televisions,
and similar electronics are responsible for up to
12% of energy use.

Manage your PCRPPD
account online at
www.pcrppd.com or
download the mobile app
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Help Catch Copper Thieves
A
nyone who relies on electricity is
Anyone
at risk from copper theft. Power
outages caused by the destruction of
utility property can affect homes and
businesses, traffic lights, and has
even forced hospitals to run on
backup generators.

financially hurting the farmers in
having to make unnecessary repairs
and damage to the crops not receiving
water in a timely manner.”

According to the NY Post, copper
thieves in Queens, New York stole
over 500 feet of copper wire from rail
power lines, disabling signals and
leaving commuter trains stranded
without power. Repairing the power
line took hours, and left thousands of
commuters who rely on subway
transportation stranded. The material
cost of the stolen copper is around If you notice anything unusual inside
$1,000, but repairing the rail line will a substation, like an open gate,
cost much more.
hanging wires, or open equipment, or
if you see suspicious persons near any
electric facility, immediately contact
your local authorities. If you work in
construction, make sure that all
copper and other valuable materials
are securely stored overnight or
anytime that the site is vacant. You
will also want to make sure to secure
wire cutters and other tools. Buildings
that are not occupied should have all
entrances locked and easy access
points removed or blocked.
“Copper theft can occur anywhere,”
says Safe Electricity Advisory Board
Member Natalie Hemmer. “It’s very
important that consumers keep an eye
on locations that are most at risk for
copper theft and report any suspicious
activity to their local authorities.” If
you suspect that an ongoing copper
theft is taking place, do not attempt to
intervene on your own. Call the
police or local utility and let them
investigate the issue.
Justin Sunday, PCRPPD Safety
Director commented “Unfortunately
electric irrigation systems are a target
in our area. These thieves are risking
their life for a few dollars, while

To help keep your private property
safe from copper theft, consider
installing motion-sensor lights or a
security system. Internet accessible
video cameras can also be used to
deter, or catch, possible thieves.
“Something as simple as posting ‘no
trespassing’ or ‘area under video
surveillance’ signs on your property
can stop many would-be thieves, even
if you do not have a functioning
security system,” says Hemmer.

For a low-cost alternative, copper
pipes can be spray painted black. This
will make the pipes appear to be
regular plastic tubing, instead of
valuable copper.
Locations that are most at risk and
typically targeted by copper thieves
include: construction sites, vacant
homes and buildings, farm equipment,
critical infrastructure (railways, sewer
lines, etc.), and utility properties such
as sub-stations and utility poles.
Taking preventative steps before
copper thieves strike and reporting
incidents that do happen, are the best
methods to reduce copper theft. For
more electrical safety tips, visit
SafeElectricity.org.

“If you have been a victim of copper
theft, call the District so we may
verify the electrical system up to the
disconnect is safe to be energized”
stated Sunday.
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Who Owns What?

District Owned Equipment vs
Customer Owned Equipment

The graphics below depict equipment owned by the District (in gold) and the
customer (in blue). If a storm damages any equipment owned by the District,
we are responsible for repairs. If a storm damages any customer owned
equipment, the customer is responsible for repairs. Customers should hire a
licensed electrician when making any repairs to customer owned equipment.
The ownership of the equipment varies depending on where the meter is
located at your property.

Meter located at the house

Meter located at the pole

District Owned

District Owned

Customer Owned

Customer Owned
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New heat pump water heater
installations with and EF of 1.9 or
greater are eligible for an EnergyWise
Incentive of

$400
POLK COUNTY RURAL
PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
115 W 3rd Street
PO Box 465
Stromsburg NE 68666
(888) 242-5265 or (402) 764-4381
www.pcrppd.com
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