POLK COUNTY
RURAL PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
‘The Livewire’
“Committed to enhancing the lives of our customers by providing
safe, reliable and economical energy through excellence in
customer service and innovation”

April 2020

Employees Recognized for Years of Service
By: Wade Rahn

I

Inn the middle of February, the
employees and Board of Directors
gathered at Ryan Hill Country Club
for PCRPPD’s annual Employee
Appreciation Supper.
After the meal, Phil Burke, General
Manager, took a moment to review
the past year, and four employees
were honored for their years of
service to the district. They include:
Jeff Waller, Substation and Metering
Specialist/Line Technician - 25 Years;
Cindi Perdue, Accounting Assistant 1 0 Ye a r s ; A n t h o n y S c h n e l l ,
Groundman - 10 Years; Ryan Carlson,
Journeyman Lineman - 5
Ye a r s ; D e n n i s “ D J ” C r o w e l l ,
Apprentice Lineman - 5 Years.

Left to Right: Ryan Carlson (5 Years), Jeff Waller (25 Years), Cindi
Perdue (10 Years). Not Pictured: Anthony Schnell (10 Years), Dennis
“DJ” Crowell (5 Years)

#ThankALineman on April 13th
L
Linemen
inemen serve on the frontlines of When a storm hits, they set aside their
our nation’s energy needs, and on personal priorities because Mother
April 13, 2020, PCRPPD, along with Nature doesn’t work around holidays,
other electric districts across the state,
will honor the brave men and women
who work hard to keep the lights on.
Line crews work around the clock,
sometimes in difficult and dangerous
conditions, to keep power flowing to
our local communities. Whether
they’re restoring power after a major
storm or maintaining critical
infrastructure to our electric system,
linemen are at the heart of our district.

vacations, children’s activities or
birthdays. A service-oriented mentality
is one of the many admirable
characteristics of an electric lineman.
PCRPPD is proud to honor our 12
linemen who maintain 1,086 miles of
power lines in our service territory.
PCRPPD invites all customers to take
a moment and thank a lineman for the
vital work they do. On April 13th, you
can use #ThankALineman on social
media to show your support for the
brave men and women who power our
lives.
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Cooling System Tune-Up
I
If f it has been a few years, now is the
time to have your heating and cooling
contractor inspect, service, and clean
your system. Typically tune-ups on
cooling systems that have been
neglected for a few years can provide
energy savings of 5-15% or more. In
addition the unit can perform better

from a comfort and equipment
longevity standpoint.
F o r t u n a t e l y, t h e r e i s a $ 3 0
EnergyWiseSM incentive available to
homeowners who have their cooling
system tuned-up, regardless of what
type or age of cooling system it is (air
conditioner, air or water source heat
pump).

The application includes a checklist of
key components your contractor
should inspect as well as items for
discussion, such as: filter replacement
schedule, proper temperature set-back
practices, and an understanding of the
general condition of the system.
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Do I Really
Need to Call?

YES! Don’t make a judgment call;
make a phone call to 811.
Homeowners often make risky
assumptions about whether or not
they should get their utility lines
marked, but every digging job
requires a call - even "small" projects
like planting trees and shrubs.

I am only planting a small flower bed or bush...
Did you know that many utilities are buried just a few inches below
ground? You can easily hit a line when digging for simple gardening
projects, like planting flowers or small shrubs. Make the call to 811
anytime you’re putting a shovel in the ground to keep yourself and
your community safe.

I am just installing a mailbox...
Buried utility lines are everywhere! Installing mailboxes and fences
are examples of projects that absolutely require a call to 811 to know
what’s below before digging. Hitting a line can knock out service to
your home and neighborhood or result in fines, damage and serious
injury. Don’t make a judgment call – make the call to 811 every time
you dig.

I am digging in a spot that was previously marked...
Erosion and root system growth can alter the depth or location of
buried lines, or your utility companies may have completed work on
their lines since the last time you dug – so you must call 811 before
you dig, each and every time.

I have hired a contractor or landscaper to do the digging
project...
Be sure to check with your contractor or landscaper to make sure
that the call to 811 will be made before digging begins – whether it
means you making the call, or your contractor doing so. Never let
digging work begin without the call to 811! It’s not worth the risk.

I am only digging in a small area and don't want my entire yard
marked...
If you are only planning to dig in a small portion of your yard, you
can outline the area in white paint or white flags available at home
improvement stores to ensure that only the utilities in that part of
your yard will be located and marked. Be sure to let your 811
operator know about your plans, and he or she will help ensure the
proper area is marked by utility locators.
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__

__

Apply Today!

To be eligible for this year’s
camp
you must:
Nebraska rural electric
For more
information
• currently be in the 9th, 10th, or 11th grade

Youth energy
leadership camp

__

__

___

m

___

Stromsburg, NE 68666
402/764-4381
www.pcrppd.com

Youth Energy LEADERSHip Camp
Application Form
July 20-24, 2020
High school students, grades 9 - 11
Nebraska State 4-H Camp - Halsey, Neb.

__

__

contact your local electric utility

• be sponsored by a Nebraska Rural Electric
Association member-system
Wade Rahn
• complete the application
andRPPD
return it
Polkform
County
to your local electric system. Box 465

If you are interested in applying for this all-expense
paid camp, complete the application form and
return it to your local electric system.

Three campers will be selected to serve as
Nebraska’s Ambassadors to the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s
Rural Electric Youth Tour in 2021.

Nebraska rural electric

I bet right now you are thinking that this is the zillionth camp
flyer you have seen and that this camp is just like all the rest. It
costs a bunch, you won’t know anyone there, it’s going to be
awkward, and you won’t get anything out of going,
except maybe a sunburn.

Youth energy
leadership
Think Again! camp

It’s free, you are going to make life-long friends, and learn
about the electric industry through interesting workshops,
fascinating demonstrations and presentations by regional
experts addressing the many issues affecting the rural electric
program. There’s also canoeing, sports, a banquet and a dance.
A tour to the Gerald Gentleman Power Station and the
Kingsley Hydro-Electric Power Plant provide for a first-hand
look at the process of generating electricity.
So don’t delay...apply today!

July 20-24, 2020
High school students, grades 9 - 11
Nebraska State 4-H Camp - Halsey, Neb.

Name __________________________________

Why Should I ATTEND?

Age ________ Current Grade ______________
Address ________________________________
Phone number (____)_____________________
City _______________________ State _______
Name of parents ________________________

Win a Free Trip to Washington, D.C.

No, it’s not just another camp

_______________________________________

If you
areyou
interested
in applying
for this all-expense
Now
that
know this
isn’t just another
camp,
paid
camp,
complete
the application
you
may
be asking
yourself,
“should I form
go?” and
return it to your local electric system.
You should if you have:
• Leadership potential
• An awesome personality
• A strong academic record
• An interest in meeting new people

Win a Free Trip to Washington, D.C.
Three campers will be selected to serve as
Nebraska’s Ambassadors to the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s
Rural Electric Youth Tour in 2021.

Name of your sponsoring rural electric system
_______________________________________

POLK COUNTY RURAL
PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT
115 W 3rd Street
PO Box 465
Stromsburg NE 68666
(888) 242-5265 or (402) 764-4381
www.pcrppd.com
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Board President
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Vice President
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Directors
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