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Clare Willis of Shelby and 
Hudson Urkoski of Clarks were 
among more than 1800 students 

from across the country that visited 
Washington D.C. June 16-22. They 
represented Polk County Rural Public 
Power District on the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. The 
Nebraska Rural Electric Association 
hosts students from across Nebraska to 
attend the annual event. 
Urkoski, an incoming junior at High 
Plains Community School, said “the 
Youth Tour experience was great as 
I’ve read about it but got to see it in 
real life!” 
Willis and Urkoski visited many 
monuments and memorials including 
the Washington Memorial, Jefferson 
Memorial, Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorial, Gettysburg battlefield, the 
White House, and more. “Marine 
Corps Memorial my favorite, as my 
brother serves in the Marines” said 
Willis,  a incoming senior at Shelby 
Rising City Public Schools. 
While in Washington, the students 
learn first-hand what it is like to be 
involved in pol i t ics , how our 
government operates, and learns about 
how and why rural electric systems 
were formed. One of the highlights of 
the trip included meeting Nebraska 
elected senators. “We were able to met 
with Senator Fischer, Senator Rickets, 
Congressman Flood and Congressman 

Smith which was really cool,” said 
Willis.  
These students represent the next 
generation of educated, engaged citizen 
leaders in our communities and 
country. The teen delegates are 
challenged to consider the part they 
play in government, to become 

involved in their communities, and to 
consider careers in public office. 
Those who attend the Nebraska Rural 
Electric Youth Energy Leadership 
Camp are eligible to apply for the 
Youth Tour while at camp. Anyone 
interested and eligible should contact 
PCRPPD for more information.
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Left: Clare Willis / Right: Husdon Urkoski

Local Students Represent PCRPPD in D.C. 
By Wade Rahn 



You no doubt have seen news 
reports of concerns about the 
risk of energy shortfalls 

during periods of extreme weather 
events. The North American Electric 
Reliability Corp (NERC) Summer 
Reliability Assessment reports that 
two-thirds of the US is at an elevated 
risk of insufficient operating reserves 
during summer heat waves, echoing 
their reliability assessment of last 
winter. The report cites substantial 
increases in electricity demand and 
retirements of conventional generation 
as factors in their assessment. Recent 
EPA proposed rules could greatly 
compound this problem. 

Fossil fuel power baseload generation 
operates a steady and reliable supply 
of electricity to meet demand levels. 
When these plants are retired without 
adequate replacements, there may be a 
gap in capacity, potentially leading to 
energy supply shortages during 
periods of high demand or intermittent 
renewable energy sources. Recent 
EPA rules may also force additional 

fossil fuel plant closings unless carbon 
capture and sequestration (CCS) 
systems are installed. 

Comprehensive s t ra tegies and 
investments are necessary, including a 
combination of renewable energy 
d e p l o y m e n t , e n e r g y s t o r a g e 
technologies, demand response 
programs, and grid modernization and 
a d v a n c e m e n t . E d u c a t i o n a n d 
collaboration among policymakers, 
regulators, and utilities are crucial to 
ensuring a smooth and reliable 
transition to the energy of the future. 

PCRPPD and other Nebraska public 
power partners are committed to the 
energy of the future through continued 
research in developing technologies 
and working with policymakers at the 
state and national levels. We must 
ensure policymakers are aware that 
will take a multitude of approaches as 
we move to continue to address 
climate concerns while still ensuring 
we have the energy we need, not only 
for the necessities but for the 

increasing electrification of many 
aspects of daily activities. 

How can you help? By making your 
voice heard. PCRPPD is a member of 
t h e N a t i o n a l R u r a l E l e c t r i c 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
and the Nebraska Rural Electric 
Association (NREA), which both 
advocate for you and your local public 
power district at the national and state 
levels. You can become an advocate as 
well. Voices for Cooperative Power is 
a network of electric coop members/
public power district customer-owners 
working together to influence elected 
officials who are making energy 
policy decisions that impact our 
communities. Now more than ever, 
your voice needs to be heard because 
reliable and affordable energy is 
simply non-negotiable. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e v i s i t 
www.voicesforcooperativepower.com/
neregister.

Watt Matters 
By Barb Fowler - General Manager
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POLK COUNTY RURAL 
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115 W 3rd Street | PO Box 465 
Stromsburg NE 68666  

(888) 242-5265 or (402) 764-4381 
www.pcrppd.com 
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