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Irrigation Season Recap & Available Grant
by Barb Fowler

A

fter
Aftflooding rains in July and the
wettest August on record, Polk
County RPPD’s 2019 irrigation
season ended with record low energy
consumption and record low irrigation
control hours.
With the unusually wet summer

weather, irrigation energy sales were
approximately half of last year’s sales,
which were down about 50% from
2017. This year, only 16 irrigation
control hours were issued over the
course of four days. In 2018, there
were only 25 hours of control,

compared to 134 in 2017. While
PCRPPD was not able to gain much
demand cost relief from load control,
Prairie Wind Turbine provided almost
$12,000 in power bill savings due to
shaving coincident demand production.
That’s a win(d)-win(d) for all!

24,616,549
kWh Sales
180 Control Hours

19,334,818
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134 Control Hours

9,775,138
kWh Sales
25 Control Hours

5,021,269
kWh Sales
16 Control Hours
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Now
ow may be a great time to convert
to an electric irrigation system. Grants
are available to PCRPPD customers
for conversion of their irrigation
pumps from diesel to electric. The
Nebraska Department of Environment
and Energy’s Clean Diesel Rebate

2018

Program will reimburse 60% of the
cost of the electrical equipment,
installation, and required electric line
extension up to a maximum rebate of
$20,000. Earlier this year, PCRPPD
assisted its customers in obtaining
over $27,000 in grant funds. The

2019

NDEE is accepting applications
through January 17, 2020. Please
contact Wade Rahn, Customer Service
Director, for more information or
assistance.
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Serving those
who served us
On Friday November 8th
PCRPPD will be
delivering a noon meal
to any veteran and
their spouse in our
service area
call (402) 764-4381 to
sign up or nominate a
veteran by November 6th
Polk County rural
public power district
SMART
HOME
TECH APPS
Smart home technologies are
continuously improving, but their
companion mobile apps are taking
convenience to a whole new level.
Let’s take a look at some of the
latest app functionalities.

1

1 Smart Thermostat Apps:

Geofencing is great
enhancement for smart
thermostat apps. Set a boundary
with your smartphone and when
you leave the boundary, the
thermostat switches to away or
return mode.

2 Smart Security Apps:

Video doorbells are becoming
increasingly popular, allowing
consumers to keep a watchful
eye from anywhere. Smart
security apps send alerts to
signal activity outside your
home, giving you peace of mind.

3 Smart Smoke and CO Sensor
2

Apps: These apps have the
ability to send alerts, conduct
status checks and silence alarms
– even when you’re away.

4 Smart Appliance Apps:

3
4
5

App functionality depends on
the appliance. Refrigerator
cameras allow you to see what
needs to be stocked (while
grocery shopping!), and smart
dryers can sense when electric
use is high and turn off.

5 Smart Lighting Apps:

Control lighting options for
individual rooms, adjust
brightness and color, create
lighting scenes based on mood –
all from the convenience of your
smartphone.
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Call (402) 764-4381 or sign up online at
www.redcrossblood.org/give
to schedule an appointment

Hosted by
Polk County Rural Public Power District
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