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Fowler Selected to Participate
in Leadership Nebraska Class

The Nebraska Chamber of Commerce recently announced that Barb
Fowler has been selected to participate in Leadership Nebraska Class
XII. Leadership Nebraska was founded in 2006 to identify current and
emerging leaders throughout the state,
enhance their leadership skills and
deepen their knowledge of the challenges and opportunities facing Nebraska. The program consists of
six sessions covering a broad range
of key Nebraska issues including
economic development, health care,
education, agriculture, government
and policy development. Class XII
started in June and will conclude in
February 2020.
Barb has worked at Polk County RPPD for 22 years and is the
Technical Systems Manager. She

is responsible for all IT (Information
Technology) and OT (Operations
Technology) functions and integrations. OT systems include SCADA
(Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition), GIS (Geographic Information System) Mapping, Outage
Management, Advance Metering
Infrastructure, Load Management
and renewable generation interconnects, etc. She serves as the District's Strategic Plan Coordinator.
Barb and her husband, Scott own
and operate Burg Auto in Stromsburg. She also performs all the accounting duties for their business.
Fowler earned her Pre-Law/Paralegal Bachelor degree from the College of St. Mary and is a graduate

of the University of Wisconsin's Robert I Kabat Management Internship
Program. Her community involvement includes the local Chamber of
Commerce, volunteer EMT, local
home builders, baseball association,
running club, Boy Scouts, school
booster club, and TeamMates. Barb has
also served as a church parish trustee
and CCD Coordinator.
Bryan Slone, president of the
Nebraska Chamber, said, "Nebraska
faces complex challenges in this new
economy. To maintain and enhance
our state's competitiveness, we need
well informed, connected leaders
who are ready to serve their fellow
Nebraskans."

NOTICE
The office will be
closed Thursday,
July 4th
in observance of
the holiday.
Have a safe
holiday!
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Polk County RPPD is
Financially Strong
Financial health is a core business objective for PCRPPD, allowing us to keep rates reasonable for
customers, supporting innovation
and enhancing programs, while providing an opportunity to support local communities.
Because planning provides good
management, PCRPPD, following USDA Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) guidelines, establishes short
and long term financial forecasts
to guide system improvements and
growth.
Each department contributes to
an annual budget that is approved
by the Board of Directors to ensure
a strong financial position while
improving system reliability and
capacity. PCRPPD undergoes an annual audit to ensure a fair representation of the District's financial position.

How it was Spent

PCRPPD has four major expense
categories that contribute to the overall cost of the average kWh: cost of
power, operations and maintenance,
administration and customer service,
depreciation, tax and interest expense. The cost of power is a majority of the expense, contributing 60
percent of the total expense in 2018.
• Cost of Power - 61 percent
• Operations/Maintenance - 16
percent
• Administrative/Customer Service - 12 percent
• Depreciation/Tax/Interest - 11
percent

Utility Plant Worth

The District continues to invest in
our plant to keep our system strong
and new. Approximately $2 million
was invested in 2017 which resulted
in a 5.85 percent increase in utility
plant worth from 2016 to 2017, and
an additional $1.475 million invested in 2018 for a realized utility plant
increase of 4.07 percent from 2017 to
2018.

Please notify us when
your card expiration
date or card number
changes. Thank you.

Prepay Electric Service Plan
Offers Flexibility and Savings

Our new Prepay electric service plan puts you in control of when you pay
and how much you pay.
With advanced technology, meters can be read daily and a bill calculated. Prepay is a payment plan which allows you to pay as you use electricity. It eliminates 'high bill shock'.
Prepay works for many customers. New customers benefit by not paying
large deposits. Existing customers value this plan if they travel often, are
gone over the winter months, or are on fixed incomes such as social security.
Poor credit? No credit? Large security deposits? Problem solved!
When applying for this payment option an initial $50.00 payment is required to start you out with a credit balance.
• Avoid late fees, reconnection fees and deposits with Prepay. As your
daily amount is calculated and the balance depletes, you will be notified electronically. Simply add funds to the account to keep your
power flowing. It is that easy!
• Prepay may be your answer! Are you interested in monitoring your
electricity usage? Statistics indicate prepay electricity programs help
lower electric consumption due to customer awareness of usage patterns.
• Call 402-764-4381 for additional information.
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Young Ladies Represent District at Annual
Youth Energy Leadership Camp July 8-12

From left: Britney Lautenschlager, Aubree Quast, Mollie Urkoski and Madison Jones
Each year the Nebraska Rural
Electric Association works with
Nebraska's rural public power
districts from across the state to
organize one of the top leadership camps in the state for high
school youth.
Some of Nebraska's most talented, academic and involved
youth join together to spend a
week at the Halsey National
4-H Camp, near Halsey, NE.
This year is no exception as
four young ladies join together
to experience team building and
leadership skills, learn about the
electric industry and meet other
youth from Nebraska.
Britney Lautenschlager prides
herself in being a self taught
gymnastic. Britney said, "Of
all my hobbies gymnast is my
favorite!" Her extracurricular
activities at High Plains Community School include speech,
FFA, basketball student manager, and FCA. Away from school
she enjoys her pets and being
outdoors. Miss Lautenschlager
is a representative of the Merrick County Youth Council.
The second young lady to represent PCRPPD at youth leadership camp is Aubree Quast.
Aubree and her family moved
to Polk County last summer.
Aubree's smile and energy are
contagious! She said, "I finished
the school year at High Plains
with a 4.0 GPA and made next
year's cheer team. The last day

of school I had an auto accident and was injured. I'm okay
and excited I get to attend this
camp!" Aubree wrote in her
bio she played volleyball for
the first time this year and also
became involved with FFA,
FCCLA, kept wrestling stats,
played golf and made National Honor Society. "I have made
so many new friends this year,"
she added.
Mollie Urkoski and Madison
Jones submitted WIRE applications to attend YELC and both
were selected. They are the
granddaughters of Board Member, Gene Urkoski of Silver
Creek. Gene's wife, Phyllis, is a
active WIRE member.
W I R E ( Wo m e n i n R u r a l
Electrification) is structured
through the Nebraska Rural
Electric Association. The organization's goal is to promote
and support youth education
and leadership and is funded by
the women's group who raise
funds at the annual meeting. WIRE offers scholarships
in support of this camp and for
young men/women pursuing a
career as a utility line-worker at either Western Nebraska
Community College near Alliance or Northeast Community
College at Norfolk.
Columbus High Sophomore,
Mollie Urkoski is a member of the
Color Guard and Winter Guard,
and participates in a creative

writing club. Mollie said, "Other school activities include art,
Spanish, and playing the ukulele." Mollie plans on studying
medicine after high school.
In the summer of 2018, Madison Jones from Virginia Beach,
VA was accepted into the highly
competitive Governor's Summer
Residential program at Radford
University. This program provides high school juniors and
seniors with intensive educational experience in visual and
performing arts, humanities,
mathematics, science, technology, health science and
engineering. Madison also
attended the Navy Seal Camp
Legacy for leadership skills,
is on the Student Council Association, assists with summer bible camp, helps teach
dance to younger students, and
does volunteer work with the elderly, homeless and has been on
mission trips.
During the week long, all-expense paid camp the youth are
given opportunities to grow socially, become involved in voting for a board of directors who
then select a general manager
to give them insight as to how
a public power district operates.
Team building skills are learned
through things like building and
racing an electric car, participating in talent contests, learning
Continued on Page 4
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CROP SPRAYING/PESTICIDE
APPLICATION SAFETY ALERT

Nebraska Department of Agriculture Pesticide Program Worker Protection
Federal laws and regulations have been adopted to help
protect the public, the environment, pesticide handlers, and
agricultural workers from possible adverse effects caused
by pesticide use.
All pesticides labeled for agricultural use are subject to
the Worker Protection Standard (WPS). Under the WPS,
workers who may enter a treated site are to be protected by being notified of the product's Restricted Entry
Interval (REI). Restricted
Entry Interval Level means
"the time after the end of a
pesticide application during
which entry into the treated
area is restricted".
Prior to application the
pesticide applicator is required to post notification
at the field and/or notify the
landowner of the specifics of application: when, where,
quantity applied, REI, etc.
All aerial spraying with chemicals creates a potential
hazard of dermal or inhalation exposure to utility workers and farm mechanics called out to work on an irrigation
well or electric lines. Quick building storms, load management maintenance, and outages may cause utility workers
to need access to fields that may have been treated. Typically, utility workers have no prior knowledge of chemical
applications recently applied.
In Nebraska, injuries have occurred to people who enter
a sprayed field before it was safe. Humid conditions have
factored into this and should be considered by those needing to follow Restrict Entry Intervals.
In an attempt to alert our linemen of hazards we would
ask that if spraying has taken place on your fields, please
give us a call (402) 764-4381 to let us know. It not only
ensures the safety of our employees, it may expedite the
time of our service calls.
"Our linemen will not enter a field that shows
any evidence or indication of being sprayed, if we
have not been notified or have no knowledge of the
chemical applied. Service will not be restored until the
Restricted Entry Interval amount of time has lapsed."
Randy Reese, Operations Manager

Campers

Continued from Page 3

Once a pesticide is applied
the area treated should
include the following
information:
• Name of pesticide
• Application Date
• Safe Entry Date
• Name of applicator
• Applicator phone number
Also, if you have contract workers who do not speak English
coming and going from fields, please post appropriate
signage in other languages to protect all workers.

Polk County RPPD is a proud
supporter of 4-H.
Congratulations
to the area youth
who work so hard
throughout the
year. We wish
you the best of
luck at the county fairs!

We hope to see you at the Polk
County Fair. Come and check
out public power's electric vehicle.
It's pret ty cool.

about how public power works and the many
job opportunities it offers, both for inside and
outside employees.
Campers will tour the Kingsley Hydro Station at Lake McConaughy and Gerald Gentleman Station, a coal-fired power plant near Sutherland, NE.
Congratulations to these outstanding ladies who represent Polk County RPPD at the
leadership camp July 8-12, 2019.
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